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Dreams Can Be Foundation Benefits with Cirque du Soleil raise $92,000 for

Network of Social Circus Programs Benefiting 10,000 of Brazil’s Impoverished Youth
Cirque du Soleil makes its debut in latam market and continues tradition of 
corporate social responsibility with partner of 5 years
JANUARY 26,  2007 (Rio de Janeiro, brazil): Through a partnership with Cirque du Soleil and CIE Brasil; the Dreams Can Be Foundation (DCBF) hosted  two very special events in Rio de Janeiro on November 22 and in Sao Paulo on October 10th, 2006 for Brazil’s “Rede Circo do Mundo” {Circus of the World, Brasil}. The audience seats for these special events were sold to over 600 invited guests of the Foundation netting BR$196,052.25. (approx. USD$92,000) for the organization. Preceding the benefit show 750 children and youth from the circus network attended the premiere performance of Cirque du Soleil’s Saltimbanco in Rio de Janeiro. The premiere was also attended by Brazil’s Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil. 
The benefit events themselves were attended by notable Brazilian society figures and actors, musicians and TV presenters. 
“These benefits were the culmination of a 5 year partnership that to date have allowed us to raise several hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of this network of programs doing important work on behalf of programs supporting more than 10,000 of Brazil’s impoverished youth,” said the foundation’s Founder & President Lisa Urgo. “These annual fundraisers and our partnership with Cirque du Soleil mean the difference for so many projects that struggle to stay afloat and serve these beautiful children- who lack so many opportunities that we take for granted in our everyday lives.”   

The partnership between Dreams Can Be and Cirque du Soleil began in 2001 with DCBF’s first benefit in Pittsburgh, PA and has since included several in New York City and Philadelphia and others in PITT in the US which have raised USD$185,000 to date. The benefit tickets for the Brazilian events were kindly donated to Dreams Can Be Foundation by CIE Brasil, Cirque du Soleil’s Latin American partner.
This benefit was also realized through the efforts of FASE- Federação de Órgãos para Assistência Social e Educacional (Federation of Organs for Social and Educational Assistance), Rio de Janeiro; all proceeds benefit the projects and programs of Rede Circo do Mundo Brasil, a member of Cirque du Monde an international social program of Cirque du Soleil. 

About Dreams Can Be Foundation: Since its establishment in 2002 by Founder and President Lisa Urgo, Dreams Can Be has raised over BR$1.890.000, to support programs and projects serving street children and at-risk youth in Brazil’s impoverished communities. Today Dreams is supporting projects in 10 states throughout Brazil serving more than 15,000 children and youth with much needed core developmental, learning, and educational needs. Originally designed as a fundraising mechanism for struggling NGO's in Brazil, DCBB has spent the past five years investigating projects and programs designed to alleviate the suffering of Brazil's children. By taking on the role of an intermediary organization, and developing relevant partnerships with like-minded individuals and agencies, they are able to achieve their mission on a scale large enough to have substantial impact on youth development.  
About Cirque du Soleil/Cirque du Monde: Cirque du Soleil is an international organization headquartered in Montreal, Quebec. It is dedicated to the creation, production and performance of artistic works whose aim is to invoke the imagination, provoke the senses and evoke the emotions of people all around the world. Since its foundation, in 1984, their touring shows have been widely and very successfully acclaimed by the public and critics. …..In 1993, Cirque du Soleil created the "Cirque du Monde" program and has had a presence in Brazil since that time. It has now been implemented in fifty communities around the world. Designed as "true laboratories of personal artistic expression and group solidarity," the circus workshops are an opportunity for marginalized young people to forge new ties with society. Through its Cirque du Monde program, the company’s employees hold circus workshops for youth at risk, in close collaboration with community organizations working with these young people. Cirque du Monde is an intervention tool aimed at promoting the personal and social development of youth in difficulty.

About CIE Brasil (InterAmerican Entertainment Corp.): Founded in 1990, Corporación Interamericana de Entretenimiento, S.A. de C.V. (“CIE”) is the leading live entertainment company serving the Spanish and Portuguese - speaking markets in Latin America, the United States, and Spain.
About Rede Circo do Mundo: The Rede Circo do Mundo Brasil (Circus of the World Network Brazil) is a collective of twenty two organizations that operate in every region of Brasil; in nine states, the Federal District, and nineteen major cities throughout the country that believe art education is integral to social development and is an effective process for the comprehensive development of underprivileged children and youth. The artistic and cultural languages especially the circus arts provide powerful and dynamic tools for learning, for integration, expression, and the promotion of citizenship and social transformation. The programs serve approximately 10.000 children and youth from the popular classes and account for the employment of nearly nine hundred citizens from these communities where their projects and activities are developed.
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